
Research Article Assignment 

Find a research article from a scientific journal. Article must have an abstract, introduction, 
methods and materials section, results, and conclusion.  

1. Read article and work to understand it.  

2. Make note of any words you do not know. Write the words and find their definitions. 

3. Write a list of acronyms and what they stand for in the article. 

4. Complete a summary of the research journal article. Your summary must follow these 
guidelines: 
 

1. Citation for the article 
2. Abstract copied directly from the article 
3. Summary (in your own words, must communicate to me you took the time and effort 
to read, process, and understand the research within the article) 

 
A. Problem/Question being researched (1-2 sentences) 
B. Background Information (2+ paragraphs) 
C. Methods (1-2 paragraphs) 
D. Data (1-2 paragraphs, you may include figures from the article if you cite them 
and they are necessary for understanding the content) 
E. Results/Discussion (2 paragraphs) 
F. Conclusion (1-2 paragraphs) 
Your summary should not look or sound like the abstract from the article. 

 

5. Create a list of science content from the journal article you are reading. The list should 
identify the science behind or within the research, explain those science concepts as they apply to 
the research article, and provide your insights about the science. Please use this as an opportunity 
to share your own understanding of the science within the article as well.  
Identify which essential understandings from the AP Biology paperwork are involved in your 
research article. Explain where you see those essential understandings within the text. 

6. Be prepared to share your understanding of the article with your classmates. Create a 
Powerpoint or Prezi with 7 slides, one for each section of the summary above (A-F) and one to 
explain the science within the article. Present this product to the class in a professional manner, 
without reading the slides. Use quality communication skills to convey your understanding.  

Each of the above components will be due at separate times throughout the next 2-3 weeks.  
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